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T
hank goodness for trends. Oth­
erwise JlCO\Jle would still be
lil'ing with green shag carpel,
OI'el'SIw1 furniture and 111Igon
wheel coffee taW~& At least

thars the philosophy of lone Victoria,
owner/designer. Paradise Interior
Design in Santa Cruz, CA

Victoria notes that, owr the last
fcwd~ades. design trends hal'e
gone from darker, earth)' looks to
whitewashed. "Now we're hl'ing In
a design era where lI'e'l"e foulI(l the
medium. We're into wft colors, low
maintenance wilh Iessl;lutler, a little
bil of1l11ng in our metals and a small
amount ofslleCll. rt's much more
versatile, It's p'oace!ul and soothing:
she reports.

Bath designers across the coun­
tryexpres>ed some of the same
sclltimellts when KRDN asked thelll
about current trends they see in
master bath remodeling.

·Spaces are becoming more sim­
plified: says Sarah Michalowski,
Clm, of Sawhill Cllstom Kitchens
& Design, in Milltleapolis, MN,
'PMple want a reall~' clean look and
they're putting things away. Plug·
ins inside medicine cabinets for
electriC toothbrushes, Cll rl ing irons
and hair dryers are becoming more
IJOt)ular:

Fellow Minllesotan laura
Orfleld-Skril"Sl.:th, AKlID, ro·owner
and lIesigllCr/project manager,
Orfield Design &Construction in
Minnetonka, MN, finds that hom­
C<J\I'ners are interested in perwn­
a[izing their spaces. 'They don't
necessarilyworry about ntUng into a
certain style, allowing 'eelectic' and
'tmnsiliooar to reprcS€nt their per­
sonal tastes: slie says

SHOWUIS DOMINATE
~hwh of the adl'ice liomcownlOrs
sefk focuses heavily on the shower.
Walk-in showers with glass block.
framcless glass or C\'€n without doors
are CiJmmon, Handheld and railillCad
shOlwrheads. heal'ld ShOlI'Cf seating
and flooring, integrated ledges and
niches, and beautiful tile ranging
from natural slone and limestone to
re<'yc!cd gla,,~ are all popular

-Homoowners on ali lewIs of
e«IlIomy and S\:ale ar'l placing more

ss.com

emphasis on the shower, It's some­
thing they Ilse ewry day: reports
Michael Finley, owner, Rocky MoulI­
tain Bathrooms in Littleton, CO. "A
lot of times, we'll COffillletell' remol'e
bathtubs and cillarge showers in
the master hath. In our projects, th'l
shower is the dominant focus:

Michalowski finds much of the
same in her market, espedallywhen
homlXl\I'ncrs are tight for space.
"People are tending to st£IJ' in their
current homes rather than build
larger ones: she says. "They're lI"ork­
ing wit,h the space tll€)' hal·e..~lId if
irs a smaller space, th€)"11 forego the
bathtub for a larger shower:

For manj' ofVietoria's clients, it's
all about opening up the room with
beautiful, oftentimes doorlcss, walk­
in showers in spaces inspired by
nature with lOIS of windows and sky­
lights. "A iot of people don't wall! any
doors ion their showersj iftll€)' can
get aWilJ' with it: she says, "Depend·

36 HITCHfH &BATH OfSIGN NfWS I NOVfM8Ul20n WWW.Kitchen8othoesign.com

owner
Highlight



Kitchen and Bath Design News November http://kitchenbathdesign.epubxpress.com

ing on the size ofthn space, it realls
isn't n~ssar)', With handheld and
rainhead showerheads, you don't
hal'e to worry as much aOOut QI'er­
spra,;', And by inoorlJOrati Itg rad iant
heat floors, warmth is not an issue,
either, Plus, you can hale a beauti­
ful, continuous floor,'

£CONOMIC INfLU£HC£S
Victoria indicates that she SC('s
design trends infiucnced by location
(climatc), technology (what's new
and impro,'ed), pniitics (green prod·
ucts), economics (what's costeffec·
til'e) and current fashion (which
rcflects human CillO/ions),

She notes that, in her market,
hOJlleoll'nCrs are in their bathrooms
0111)' as long as neeessar~', "We have
an outdoor mentalitj'," she says.
"Wc'«: I'cryorganic hcre Homcown­
ers love naturai stone, If a client
wants color, it's usually more of an
acccnt rather than a mainstay, For
a bit of glit~, I'll use recycle<! glass
mosaic, Irs so easy with thc materi·
als al'ailable today to create some­
thing beautiful:

Victoria relates
that, with so manj'
influences, it's exciting to see how
design makes Sllanes more interest­
ing and easier to li"e in,

f'inlc;' finds that maTlj' of his
clients arc toning things down to
keep costs in check, 'We\'C Sct'n a
trend from major remodels to more
of a focus on value: he S<\\~

Although hOffirowners may be
taking a step back, Finleysays they
still eXpl:ct beautiflli spaces, To
achiel'e the desire<! effect, he gel~

creative, In one particular remodel,
he created custom storage II'lth a
standard lincn dose!. -We louiil
the cabinet into the wall,' he s:l,\'s,
"It Iras a nice cost savi ngs for the
homeowner without hal'ing 10 do
custom·built cabinets,-

rinley also offcrs different lel'els
of glass options, "Full·framed glass
is less expensh'c than frameless:
hc sal'S, "But I\'C also offer a m'brid
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Walk-in shawers
cantinue to gain

dominance in
baths that are
peaceful and

soothing, spaces
that speak to
homeowners'

personal styles.

Ooorless showers are
frequent requests from

lone Victoria's clients,

option where we can polish a corncr
of a framC<l-glass shower to get rid of
the frame to open up the space:

Orfield-Skril'SCth fin(ls that the
eeOnOIlIj'!laS curbed hcr clients 3
bit, too, "I hal"e found ntrclientele to
be much more frugal illinindset.

"Butlhatdnc~n't mean 'cheap':
she insists, "They are taking a lot
more time to Illan IJefore jumping
into a project. Thej' are considering
resped for the earth's renewable
matcrials and the green mOI"cmenl
Thci' are deciding that it's lJe~t to
do it right once, taking into con·
sideration not just the iloathroonll
space, but how it rdatts to the
rest of the structure and rooms
as a whole"

In that regard, OrficJd-Skril'seth
finds her clients art dcmalHling
knowledgeable 31O(i creatire design­
ersiremodeJers as they become
readi!;' educated by the consc·
Qucnces of artistic choices, "Consid­
ering these [influences], they are
more opl:n 10 reusing sal1"ageable
materials or re-purposing them:
she says, "They acecpt compromises
on personal wish lists for the gl)O(l
of the Il'hole projeet (budget dr;I'en
and/or best practices \lsualll'J"

This spa bath designed by Laura
Orfield·Skrivseth features a two·
person curbless steam shower
with a frameless glass door,
Functional storage and intricate
details add to the design,
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Tankle.. w.ter MM1jrs.
like the Nontz America
model shown, can save
valuable bath space,]
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By Joson fleming

H
ot water is central to any luxury bathroom
Regardless of how the bath or shower is
configured, ahundant SUPlllies of hot water

at the desired temperature arc what dril'e eOll­
sumer satisfaction in the bath.

Successful bath design professionals kn01l'
they are selling a total experience, not just a
collection of products. In luxur)' bath sales, ho(,­
wawr delil"\~rysystems ma,l'I!I~' an ungiamor·
ouS, ochind-the,sccnes role, bllt olle ttlat is 1\0

less critical to a client's ultimate satisfaction

WATER RERTING 101
The mostcommonmClhod of heating water in
the U.S. is with com'entional tank·style, storage
water heaters, which tleat and store 30 to 75
gallons of hot water like a thermos, regardless
of immediate need; i,e,. the unit is cooking
water el'en if no one is using it.

Tank-type water heaters generalb' hal'e
about iQ percent usable calwcity, meaning a
typieal50-gallon Wnk lias about 30 \0 35 gal­
lons of tru~' hot water in resen'e for usage, If
demand runs higher tban usual ol'er a short
period. the rescrl1)ir can run drj'.

To put this in 1I,erspeetil'e, a standard lank­
style heater in a comparatil'elycold climate
dclilws enough hotll"atcr te l)Ower lll"O, 2.5
gallons-per-minute (gpm) showcrlwads and
three I gpm tJody Sllrays long enough to take a
four-and-a-half-minute ,hower.

Anewer technology (for the U.S. at least)
tankless water heating performs the same hot­
waltr delivery function as a eOT\I'entional water
heater. But. ifproperll' sized for the application,
it docs its work insecmlM, rather than hours
This sal'ings in time translates into gains in
energy efficiency with no sacrifice in comfort or
conrenicMe,

As the name indicates. there is no hot,water
storage with tank less teehnoiogl', Instead of
heating stored water 2417, tankless units fire up

onlJ.· in res]JOllse to demand.
By using more power-

ful gas burners, a tankless
water heater willlJoost the
temperature of the cold
water coming itlto the unit
much more quickly than a
tank heater can, providing a
continuous flow of !lo~ water
at the preset temperature

Beyond spew, there are
differences in the energy con­
sumed b;' tank-st;'le and tankless heaters.

• The aI-eragc tank-style heater offers a 60
p,ercenteffidency rating (six of eret';' 10 dollars
,pent on energy produces hot water), while eon­
rentional tankless Iinits al'erage 83 percent

• Condensing tankless water heaters use
a stcond heat exchanger to CllptUro el'cnlllore
heat from the combustion process, raising effi·
ciency to more than 90 percent

• Both types of tank less water heaters
will maintain this thermal efficiency rating
throughout their 20'j'Car life eXPtttaTicies,
whereas the efficiency of a storage-type unit
will drop Ol'er its eight· to IO·year lifecycle.

PROf'[R SlnNG
rankless water heaters are sized by calClllat·
ing the required temperature rise at a giren
flow rate, or gpm, for an application, That is,
how manl' degrees the heater must raise the
incoming water temperature to deHI'er the
preset temperature at the outlet. Most manu­
facturers offer sizing guides or online soft­
ware tlmt help dctermine the Ullit ocst suited
to a family's hot·water needs.

Plumbing system designers and installers
consider the following in determining this:

• Tile flo\\' rate (gpm) rtXIuired to meet
peak hot water demand in a household,

• The eold-water input temperature'
the temperature of the water entering the
tankles> unit.

• The hot-water output
temperature, The desirelJ,
or prestI. temperature ofthc
water exiting the unit.

Using the earlier eX;llllllle
of an application requiring a
flo\\' rate of 8gpm for two, 2.!}
gpm shO\I'Crlleads and three, 1
gpm body sPrll,l'S, people 1I'0uid
need a water heater capable of
delil'ering8 gpm at a iO"f' risc.

SMRRTER ROT WRTER
Two other key benefits of tankles> water
heating includc:

• Cleaner water: Cominuously heating
water in a "esscl inel'itably generates sediment
that accumulates at the liottom of the tank,
undercutting water heater performantt and
shortening its life e;'Cle. In addition. oceause
of all of that sediment, the hot water coming
from such a \III it isn't terribiy Clean, Tednol·
og; exists 10 suppress scale buildup in tankless
water heater systems, prOl'iding cleaner water
for showering and laundry_

• Zero footprint = design ne~iblllty:

Tanklcss units are compact and hang on a wall.
so they can be located I'irtual~' anywhere inside
the home. This means these healtrs can also
be install~ closer to the point of use- such as
a new master bathroom_ This proximity should
result in reduced waiting time for hot water.

Many batll designer, do not get inl"oll'ed
in ,elp-cting and sizing water heating systems
But taking a more comprehensil'c approach
will enhance a designer's I'alue to the clietlts,
while ensuring the Ilerformanee of tile space

JlJ$Ol1 neming, a six-year telerun oj/he lank­
/f.'S$II:alcr Iiooling business, sen'C:I (/S natiO/wl
soles mana.Qt>', WIWJeSfl/ejor Nori/~ AmeritVI,
basNl allhccomp<1l1y's suburban California
lorotiOll. He may be reaehed al: (D~9) 46$·
9634; e-mail: ff1eming@moriu-.com

RODEO RMENmES
As far as trending products within
the master bath, ~tichalowski alld
Orficld-Skril'scth find tllat steam
showers are popular, Offers
MichalO\I'ski: -While some hom­
eowners may be tightening their
budgets in some areas, man.,v still
wallt a ,team shO\I'er for its added
health and wellness benefits:

-My clients consider this space
their relaxing spa area instead of
dril'ing to a gYlll for these ameni­
ties: Orfiokl-Skril'scth adds.

~Iichalowski is also seeing more
media 100l'e into tile master bath
-A lot of In;' clients wallt a TV in the
sllace, regardless of whether or not
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they can see it: ,he relates, "It's
more allom hearing the nOll"S in the
hadgrotlnd as they're getting ready
in the morning:

Other trending products include
those related 10 aging in place
Larger .howers and buiit,in seatin;,;
can provide immediate benefits for
those in need or can fulfillllCrceil"cd
n~'f:d, in tho future.

"We're (loing fewer showers with
curbs: says Michalowski "It adds to
the clean lines and improw:s safety:

Orfield-Skril"SCth also sees
Unil'ersal Design products and fea­
tures IJecoming more popular, Good
lighting - general and task as \lell

as controllable - ,ingle-hole faucets
and lever handles that are designed
for uscrs of any age are alillOt11l1ar
right noll'.

-Many people are combining
thp-ir family households: she says,
"Children are moving in with par,
ent, and grand1mrents are moving
in with children. This is causing
them to de,ign for both short- and
long-term usc. Creating attrac-
tll'e flex ibil ity for users of all ages
and mobility ma;' inl-oh'c nOtl-slip
materials, dil'erse lighting solutions,
willer elitrallce,.IOII'-mainteliance
materials. structural backing for
future grab bars, cabinetry of vary·

illg heights and a lot of storage - all
insitle the bathrooml The linen­
ill-the-hallwayconcept is being
replaced b;' incorporating full stor­
age inside the bathroom, It is ready
whrn ncedCfl It's an imporlant
detail for mulli-gendered households
so family members don't hal'e to
'streak' down the hall to get a forgot­
ten towel or wa,heloth:

~Iany of Victoria's clients desire
the spa look with open spaces, "Yor
us, it's about fr~om of mOI'Cment:
she says. "II's about air. It's abom
d~'1ight_ AllY design that <lCcom­
plishe, that is alwa;'S welcomed,
alld always enjoyed!' KBDN
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